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Successesof BLM hazardousfuelsprojects...

Arizona
Yuma Field Office

Cooperationand coordination
werekey inachievingajoint
hazardousfuel sproject near
Cibola, Arizonalast October.
Approximately 112 acresof
saltcedar werecleared
mechanically, and cleared debris
waspiledfordryingand
subsequent burning. Withthe
exception of someminor problems
with smoke, theburnwasvery
successful inachievinganumber of
goasunder theNationa FirePlan.

; The Interagency Fire Group cleared approximately
%Bﬁﬂ;ﬁgg&g%ﬁsﬂggﬁgf on 112 acres of saltcedar on the Cibola National Wildlife

prOjeCt onCibolaNationa Wildlife Refuge adjoining the community of Cibola, Arizona.
Refugelandadjoiningthe

community of Cibola, Arizona. Thework wasdonethroughajoint effort throughthe
Lower Colorado River Interagency FireManagement Group, apartnership of offices
fromtheBureau of Land Management, Bureau of Indian Affairs, and Fishand Wildlife
Servicein cooperationwithlocal firedepartmentsfromthecommunitiesof Buckskin,
Hualapai, and MohaveValey. TheBureau of Reclamation provided ahelicopter and
pilot for ignitionsand reconnal ssanceactivities.

Refugestaff plantoreseed/replant thearea
with nativevegetationwhichismuchless
volatilethansaltcedar. Thus, theRefuge
wouldachievenatural resourceobjectives
whilethelnteragency Fire Group contributes
tothereduction of hazardousfuelsintheriver
corridor. Thisproject hasalsogreatly
increased themargin of safety inthewildland-
urbaninterfacefor thecommunity of Cibola
by removingasignificant threat of wildfireto
human saf ety and property.

The cleared debris and dry piles were
burned.
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Community memberswere
informed of theimportance
of theproject for ensuring
their safety. Both structural
andwildlandfirecrews
wereon hand to answer
questionsfromthepublic
whileprotectingtheir
community fromspotfires.
Hence, objectivesoutlined
intheNationa FirePlan’s
‘Firewise’ programswere
achievedthrough
community outreachand
education.

Community members were informed of the importance of the
project to ensure their safety. Both structural and wildland fire
crews were on hand to answer questions from the public while

protecting their community from spot fires. Contact: Brian Twedt, Wildlife

Biologist, (928) 317-3211
Phoenix Field Office
BLM and Forest ServiceLight up theNight

ThePhoenix Field Officejoined
Smokey Bear and the Tonto
National Forest for the14™
Annual Fiestaof LightsParade.
Thewater tender, decked out
withmorethan4,000lights,
delighted parade-goersyoung and
old. Theparaderunsthrough
downtown Phoenix, wheremore
than 250,000 peoplelinedthe
paraderouteto* ooh and aah”
over theparadeentries.
Additionally, theparadewas
broadcast throughout the Phoenix
areaandintoeastern Arizona,
reaching countlesshouseholds. Water tender decked out with lights traveled the
Thisisthefifthyear thePhoenix parade route.

Field Officehasparticipatedin

theparade, and thefirst year they teamed up withthe Forest Serviceand Smokey Bear,
whoisawaysthehit of aparade. Thisyear wasespecialy touching, withmany entries
displayinglotsof red, whiteand bluein memory of September 11.

Contact: Ken Shaver, Fire Prevention Officer (623) 580-5578
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Kingman Field Office

PineLake, asubdivisoninthe
Hudapa Mountainsof
northwestern Arizona, was
identified asacommunity-at-risk
after thedisastrous2000
wildlandfireseason. This
isolated community, nestledina
ponderosapineforest,is
surrounded by BLM lands
whichincludeforest habitat and
thousandsof acresof chaparral.
Y earsof firesuppressionhave
ledtoadangerousbuildup of
wildfirefues, withuncertainty
and discomfort being expressed
by boththegeneral publicand Cooperative pubic and private efforts helped establish
publiclandmanagersregarding  the fuel break.

thepotential for catastrophic

wildfire

Thefirst stepwasfor theBLM to meet withthe PineLakeHomeowners A ssociation,
PineLakeFire Department, ArizonaState L and Department and M ohave County
Parksto decidewhat needed to be done and how best to accomplishthetask. The
second step wasto assign tasksand devel op agreementsto accomplishthework.

Theseagreementsallow theBL M to construct and maintain afuel break acrossprivate
land. Theprivatesection of thefuel break ispart of alarger fuel break that will provide
protectionfromwildfirefor the PineLakesCommunity. Buildingthefuel break on
privateland waslogical and strategically necessary -- any other locationwould greatly
compromisetheeffectivenessof providing safety tothecommunity. Thenext stepisto
implement prescribed fireburn plans. Theseplansandtheir accompanying
environmental assessmentsareapproaching completion. Theplanswill alow BLM
managersto useprescribed fireasan effectivetool inreducingwildfirehazardstothe
community.

Inlessthan ayear, an effective cooperativerel ationship hasbeenforged, agreements
areinplace, amagjor firebreak isbeing constructed on public and privateland and
hazardousbrush accumulationisbeing removed from privateresidential property with
assistancefromtheBLM. Residentsof PineL akearepleased with the cooperative
effortsof al partiesinvolved. Thesediligent effortswill hel preducethethreat from
futurewildfires.

Contact: MikeTrent, FirePrevention Officer (928) 692-4451
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COLORADO

BL M SupportsColorado StateFir efighter sAssociation Convention

The 2001 Colorado State Firefighters Association conventionwasheldinVail the
beginning June 18". Firefightersattendingtheannua convention cometogether fora
week of workshops, coursesand competitions. Themajority of thefirefighters
attending represent V olunteer Fire Departmentsand Rural FireProtection Districtsfrom
all acrossColorado.

Vail’slocal firetechnician Tom Talbot asked if BLM would provideanaircraft,
preferably the” Grand Junctionairtanker”, for aJune 20" static display at Eagle County
Regiona Airportinconjunctionwiththeair operationscourse. Hewasassured that, fire
assgnmentspermitting, afirefightingaircraft, preferably the* Grand Junctionairtanker”,
wouldarriveat theairport for thedisplay.

OnJune20"with nofiresassignmentsfor aircraft, BLM wasableto haveaircraft and
crewsready for dispatch fromtheEagleairport, which alowedrura firemenat the
conventionto get acloselook at aviationresources. Inaddition, they hadthe
opportunity to meet pilots, crewsand smokejumperstolearnabout aerial firefighting.

AccordingtoMr. Tabot, theaircraft display and theavail ability of thecrewswasa
great opportunity for thefirefighters, whonormally fedl that fireaviationisonly alarge
fireFedera activity, to openuplinesof communicationand understandingin preparation
for futurefireseasons.

Theparticipation of theaircraft crewsand Federal firefightersbrought “ thisshow down
to earthand accessibletothesefolks.”

Contact: RonMeyer, State Aviation Manager, BLM Colorado State Office, 303-239-3809
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Little Snake Field Office

M offat County FireAnd Fuel M anagement Plan

Moffat County will befirstin
Coloradoand possibly thenation, to
completeacomprehensivefireand
fuel management planthat alowsfor
seaml essfiremanagement across
jurisdictiond, adminigtrative, and
ownershipboundaries. Decisionson
how to best managefireswill bea
collaborativeeffortinvolving county,
federal, stateand private
landowners. Optionswill rangefrom
full suppressiontofireuseand
includehazardousfuelsreduction
andfireeducation. Thisisnow
possi bledueto the passage of Bill
00-1283 by Colorado’ sHouse of
Representativeswhichrevised state
statutestogivegoverning bodies
authority tomanagewildlandfires
andfuel loads. BLM fire ecologist Charley Martin (left) and Moffat
County fire planner Jim Andersen (right) review a
Thecounty wasanxioustobegina project phase one map showing polygons.
planning processand bringal the
participantstothetable.
Many hourswere spent with landownersdevel oping sitespecific parametersfor
appropriateresponseactionsontheir property. Thecounty fireplanisintentionally
patterned after thelocal Bureau of Land Management FireManagement Plan. Using
thesamedefinitions, standardsand polygon structurewill allow for moreefficient
decisionmaking; quicker responsetimeand better communi cation duringincidents.

A largeelement of thefinished planwill bemapsthat areinclusiveof al landswithin
Moffat County. Thesemapswill show surfacemanagement statusincluding private
ownership, landmarks, and road networks. Every responder towildland fireswill work
fromthesameset of maps, eliminating confusionand misinformation. Responders will
now be ableto download the mapsto their database en routeto thefirewhichishot
linkedtoall theinformation pertinent tomanaging afireonthat individual land parcel.
Perhapsthebiggest benefit will betothedispatcherswhoroutinely relay sitespecific
informationtofirecrewsonscene.

Thefirst phase, whichisonethird of M offat County, isnow finished and of fersthe best
opportunity toincorporate BLM fuelsprojectsandfireuse. Phases2and 3, which
includetheremainder of the county, are scheduled for completion by theend of 2002.
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Inadditionto county funding, financia support for planningwasobtai ned through grants
from Bureau of Land Management, Forest Service, National Park Service, and
Colorado Department of L ocal Affairs. Materialsand technical assistancewere
furnished by theBL M. Intheinitia stagesof planning, theBLM GI S Specialist made
dataavailable, devel oped anew surface management statuslayer incorporating private
landownersand, supplied mapsand computer programtrainingto county staff. An
internwasfunded by BLM towork with county employeestoinput new dataand clean
upexistinginformation. BLM’ ssupportwasacrucia e ementinthestart-up of this
project andwork continuesonanintegratedlevel.

Contact: LynnBarclay, Fire Mitigation/Education Specialist, (970) 826-5096
Montrose District

On December 1, 2001, the
Montroselnteragency Fire
Management programandthe
Colorado State Forest Service
combined effortsto host aProject
Learning TreeWorkshop. The
purposewastofamiliarizelocal
teachers, land managers, and state
foresterswith educational
opportunitiesforusingtheBLM’ s
new interactivemultimediaCD,
BurningIssues. Teachersfrom
theMontrose, Tellurideand
Norwood areasattended the
workshop, dongwithMontrose

I nteragency Firespeciaistsand
CSFSforestersfromMontrose Participants work at computers to learn from the
and Grand Junction. Burning Issues CD.

Theparticipantslearnedfire-related classroom activitiesappropriatefor the 6"-12
gradesthat reinforce problem-solving and critical thinking skillscorrelated to stateand
nationa reading, writing, math and sciencestandards. They alsolearned thebasicsof
firebehavior andfireecology fromtheMontrose BLM fireecologist and basic Firewise
conceptsand techniquesfromthe CSFSforesters. Theselessonswerepresentedinthe
context of adiscussionontheL og Hill mitigationdemonstrationsite, whichtheclass
later visited to discussfiel d activitiesto usein conjunctionwith the Burning I ssuesCD.

TheseColorado effortsaretheresult of anational agreement withthe BLM and Project
L earning Treethat enabled 9 western state coordinatorstofacilitatel ocal educator
workshops. By theend of 2002, approximately 1000 educatorswill haveattended
PLT Workshopsand|earned about therol e of fireinwestern ecosystemsand how
wildlandfireismanaged.
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Thisparticular workshopispart
of anon-going pilot project with
teachersat the Centennia Junior
High School inMontroseto
develop abroad-based
curriculumonfireecology. To
date, threeteachersinacore
“team,” whichincludesascience,
social studies, andlanguagearts
teacher, areworkingtogether to
developaninterdisciplinary
approachtoteaching students
about fire. Thisspring, the
studentsinthesecombined
, , classeswill takeafieldtriptoa
The group learns to integrate the Burning Issues lessons prescribed burn project siteand
through field activity. amitigation project sitetolearn
moreabout thedesignand
implementation of fuelsprojects. Inaddition, threestudentsfromthe Gifted and
Taented program at thejunior high areworking withtheMontrosel nteragency fire
mitigation and education specialist and fireecol ogist to completetheir NASA projecton
“Rehabilitationafter Fire”

Contact: SteveEllis, MontroseInteragency Fire Management Program (970) 240-5350
Nevada
Tamarisk treatment targets riparian-area burn scar

BLM’sLasVegasField Officehas
beentreating 30 acresof the
tamarisk-infested VirginRiverthis
Fal, withhopesof eventualy
restoringtheriparianareato health.
The 30 acresare part of aburn
scar fromthe1998 River Fire,
which burned 330 acresof
tamarisk-infestedriparianarea
alongtheVirginRiver, about 10
milessouthwest of Mesquite.

Inthethreeyearssincethefire,

considerableregrowth of the
tamarisk hastakenplace. Likethe =~ Nevada's Virgin River in an area with heavy tamarisk
cheatgrassinnorthernNevada, infestation.
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tamarisk tendsto createa
monoculture,ismorefire-prone
than nativeriparian species, and
tendsto carry thefiretonative
species. Tamarisk firesa sothreaten
thehabitat of such endangered
speciesasthe Southwesternwillow
flycatcher. Treatment of the 30-acre
tamarisk infestation beganinmid-
September withremoval by a
dozer-mounted shredder-chipper,
which chopsthetreesinto chips—
thisdevicehasnever beenusedfor

tamarisk removal before. A riparian area heavily impacted by tamarisk.

Thistreatment phasecontinued

throughtheend of October. When thetamari sk re-sproutsinthe Spring, at about 12-
inchestall, thesproutswill betreated with Garlon 4, aselective herbicide. Second or
eventhird herbicideapplicationsmay beneeded during thefollowing spring green-ups,
depending ontheresultsfromtheinitia spraying. Eventually, thetreated areawill bere-
seeded with native plant species, such asquail bushand atriplex. Thewetter areasalong
theriver will beplanted with cottonwoodsand willows.

Theultimateobjectiveof this
firerehabilitationeffortisto
prevent tamarisk fromre-
invadingtheburnedsite, while
promoting therestoration of
thesiteclosertoitsnative
ripariancondition.

Contact: Tom Suwyn, Fire
Management Officer, (702) 515
5161

First stage of treatment using a shredder-chipper to chop
through tamarisk.
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